
Easter 4 

St Barnabas Church, Thatcham 

Service Companion 

 

Opening Prayer 

 

Jesus says ‘I am the Good Shepherd’, 

Come, and be loved, 

Come, and receive peace. 

Come, and find life. 

We come because we know that we are welcome.  

We come because you call us by name. 

We come in hope. For we know you will give us abundant life. 

Amen. 

 

Readings 

 

 

The Good Shepherd – an image from the catacombs in Rome 
 
John 10:1-15 New Revised Standard Version (NRSV) 
 

10 “Very truly, I tell you, anyone who does not enter the sheepfold by the gate but 

climbs in by another way is a thief and a bandit. 2 The one who enters by the gate is 



the shepherd of the sheep. 3 The gatekeeper opens the gate for him, and the sheep 

hear his voice. He calls his own sheep by name and leads them out. 4 When he has 

brought out all his own, he goes ahead of them, and the sheep follow him because 

they know his voice. 5 They will not follow a stranger, but they will run from him 

because they do not know the voice of strangers.” 6 Jesus used this figure of speech 

with them, but they did not understand what he was saying to them. 

7 So again Jesus said to them, “Very truly, I tell you, I am the gate for the sheep. 8 All 

who came before me are thieves and bandits; but the sheep did not listen to them. 9 I 

am the gate. Whoever enters by me will be saved, and will come in and go out and 

find pasture. 10 The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy. I came that they 

may have life, and have it abundantly. 

11 “I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd lays down his life for the sheep. 
12 The hired hand, who is not the shepherd and does not own the sheep, sees the 

wolf coming and leaves the sheep and runs away—and the wolf snatches them and 

scatters them. 13 The hired hand runs away because a hired hand does not care for 

the sheep. 14 I am the good shepherd. I know my own and my own know me, 15 just 

as the Father knows me and I know the Father. And I lay down my life for the sheep.  

 

Prayers 

Psalm 23 

A Psalm of David. 

1 The LORD is my shepherd, I shall not want. 
2     He makes me lie down in green pastures; 

he leads me beside still waters;[a] 
3     he restores my soul.[b] 

He leads me in right paths[c] 

    for his name’s sake. 
4 Even though I walk through the darkest valley,[d] 

    I fear no evil; 

for you are with me; 

    your rod and your staff— 

    they comfort me. 
5 You prepare a table before me 

    in the presence of my enemies; 

you anoint my head with oil; 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=psalm+23&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-14238a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=psalm+23&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-14239b
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=psalm+23&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-14239c
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=psalm+23&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-14240d


    my cup overflows. 
6 Surely[e] goodness and mercy[f] shall follow me 

    all the days of my life, 

and I shall dwell in the house of the LORD 

    my whole life long.[g] 
 
 
We finish by saying the words of the Lord’s prayer together. 
 

Our Father in heaven, 

hallowed be your name, 

your kingdom come, 

your will be done, 

on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins 

as we forgive those who sin against us. 

Lead us not into temptation 

but deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, 

and the glory are yours 

now and for ever. 

Amen. 

 

The Blessing 

The peace of God, 

which passes all understanding, 

keep your hearts and minds 

in the knowledge and love of God, 

and of his Son Jesus Christ our Lord; 

and the blessing of God almighty, 

the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, 

be among you and remain with you always. 

Amen. 

 

Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 

 In the name of Christ. Amen. 
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